
  
   

 

Signed:………………………………………………..  NPSG Page | 6  
                       Steering Group Chair 

MINUTES OF THE GROBY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP MEETING  
 HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 2021 

COMMENCING AT 11AM 
 
Present:    Cllr C Lincoln (Chair) M Griffin (Vice Chair) Cllr T Hollick  
  P Griggs             K Groom    M McQuade   
     Cllr N Jones  Cllr G Baker    
    Borough Cllr M Cartwright  
 
Also Present:  Parish Clerk    

Deputy Clerk  
Colin Rainsforth 
3 members of the public 

  

 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and announced that the meeting was being recorded for the 
purpose of producing the minutes. 
 

GPNPSG/019 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr J Everson-Crane and C Beveridge.  These apologies were 

accepted. 

 
GPNPSG/020 Minutes of the virtual meeting held on 19th January 2021 
 
An error in the numbering of the minutes was observed and the Clerk confirmed that this would be 
rectified. It was further agreed to amend minute reference GPNPSG/017 to add an additional 
sentence ‘upon confirmation of the designated area from HBBC’ to the second paragraph. 

 

Further to these amendments, it was RESOLVED by majority decision that the minutes of the meeting 
held on 19th January 2021 be approved as an accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the 
Chair.  Borough Councillor Cartwright abstained. 
 

A discussion took place regarding the placement of articles in the Groby and Fieldhead Spotlight, 
with some Steering Group Members being concerned that they had not been informed beforehand 
of these articles.  
 
It was AGREED that going forward any articles written for publication in the Groby and Fieldhead 
Spotlight are circulated to all Steering Group Members and to the Parish Clerk prior to submission. 
 

Colin Rainsforth joins the meeting at 11.25 a.m. 

 

GPNPSG/021 To Finalise the Project Plan 

A draft Project Plan had previously been circulated to Members and this was discussed at 

length. It was recognised that the Project Plan was a working document that the timescales 

contained within it were aspirational and that in all probability these timescales would have 

to change due to the on-going impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.   
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It was agreed that the Project Plan would provide an excellent starting point once the 

designation area had been confirmed. 

 

It was unanimously AGREED to recommend to Groby Parish Council that the Project Plan be 

approved.   

 

Peter Griggs informed members of the Cycling and Walking strategy that Leicestershire 

County Council are promoting and asked if the GPNPSG would wish to comment as a group.  

It was agreed for Peter to contact LCC for further information to bring to the next meeting. 

 

    

GPNPSG/022 To Finalise the Communication Strategy 

 

Borough Councillor Cartwright raised a point of order and requested to ask questions of the 

Chair in relation to recent matters regarding Ratby Parish Council. 

 

Specifically, in what capacity Cllr Lincoln had written to Ratby Parish Council and further, 

questioning the authority with which this was done as it had not been previously discussed 

at either a Steering Group meeting or a meeting of Groby Parish Council.  

 

The Chair, Cllr Lincoln, responded and informed members that it had been highlighted that 

the Cemetery, Cemetery extension field, Butlers Field and Bloor’s Field were not included 

within the Groby Parish Boundary, (falling within Ratby Parish boundary) and therefore not 

within the designated area for the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

The Chair further explained that, following a conversation with the Ratby Parish Clerk, she 

had written to Ratby Parish Council, in her capacity as Chair of the GPNPSG, requesting to 

seek their initial views as to whether Ratby PC would have any objections to those areas 

being included in the Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

Ratby Parish Council had discussed the request at a meeting of Full Council where it had 

unanimously agreed that Ratby PC would not allow for these areas to be included in the 

Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

This being the case, the Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan would go ahead with the 

designated area as submitted to HBBC. Cllr Lincoln concluded that these matters would be 

included in her Neighbourhood Plan update at the next meeting of Groby Parish Council. 

Borough Councillor Cartwright vehemently disagreed with the way in which the Chair had acted and 
believed her position to be untenable.  This was supported by Michael McQuade however support 
was offered to the Chair from the Vice Chair and other Members, believing her actions to be 
reasonable. 
 
The Clerk then advised that the Chair’s position was not for discussion at that meeting. The matters 
discussed were an aside to the agenda and should be looked at more thoroughly and brought back 
to a future meeting if necessary.  
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At 11.50 a.m. Michael McQuade verbally resigned as a member of the group and left the 

meeting. 

 

The Communication Strategy which had been previously circulated to Members was 

discussed. 

 

Colin Rainsforth was welcomed to the meeting and introduced himself, offering to 

volunteer his services as Webmaster for the GPNSPG. Having recently taken over the long 

established Groby Village website he suggested that this platform be used to host the Groby 

Parish Neighbourhood Plan webpage.   

It was unanimously AGREED for Colin Rainsforth to become a Steering Group Member and further 
that he be the Webmaster for the Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
 

It was AGREED to recommend to Groby Parish Council that the Communications Strategy be 

approved. 

 

It was further AGREED to recommend to Groby Parish Council that the Groby Village 

website be used as a platform to host a webpage for the Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

with links to the Groby Parish Council website. 

 

 

GPNPSG/023 To discuss the Template Service Level Agreement (SLA) between Groby 

Parish Council and Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 

 

The template Service Level Agreement document had previously been circulated to Members 

and was discussed.  

 

It was noted that no changes to the SLA template have been made for the pandemic by HBBC. 

 

It was queried as to why the consultation period was quoted as 7 weeks 4 days rather than 6 

weeks and further queried that the table on Page 3 contained an error and did not make 

sense.  

 

Borough Councillor Cartwright agreed to seek clarification from HBBC with regards to these 

queries and would respond to the Steering Group.  

 

It was proposed by Borough Cllr Cartwright, Seconded by Mark Griffin and unanimously 

AGREED that, following clarification from HBBC regarding queries raised, amendments be 

made to the SLA as necessary and for the final document to be presented to Groby Parish 

Council. 
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GPNPSG/024 To provide an update on volunteers and a request for a Volunteers  

Co-ordinator  

 

An update was provided. Katy Groom put herself forward for the role of lead volunteer co-

ordinator. It was unanimously AGREED that Katy Groom be the Volunteer co-ordinator. 

 

GPNPSG/025 To discuss the setting up and agreement of a lead for the Historical 

Environment working group 

 

The Vice Chair expanded on what would be covered within Historical Environment. Cllr 

Baker proposed Colin Rainsforth as lead for the working group, Colin Rainsforth accepted, 

and it was unanimously AGREED that Colin Rainsforth be the lead for the Historical 

Environment Working Group. The remit of the working group would be agreed at a later 

date. 

 

GPNPSG/026 To discuss the setting up and agreement of a lead for the Natural 

Environment working group 

 

The Chair nominated Cllr Baker as lead, Cllr Baker accepted, and it was unanimously AGREED 

that Cllr Baker be the lead for the Natural Environment Working Group. The remit of the 

working group would be agreed at a later date.  

 

Peter Griggs AGREED to lead on transport matters including footpaths, bridleways and 

cycling.  

 

GPNPSG/027 To discuss and agree a volunteer to contact various Education groups 

within Groby  

 

As a governor at Elizabeth Woodville Primary School, Cllr Ted Hollick AGREED to contact the 

schools within Groby. 

 

 

GPNPSG/028 Date and time of next meeting 

 

The date of the next meeting will be held via Zoom on Friday 19th March 2021 at 12 noon 

 

The Meeting closed at 1pm 

 


